Election Day Activities at the Polls 
In addition to voting on Election Day, polling locations are increasingly looked at as opportunities for other activities.  This is intended to be a summary of Maine statutes regarding election day activities at the polling location. 
Petitioners and Poll Watchers 

The Town Clerk shall make arrangements in advance of Election Day for poll watchers, petition circulators and others who request to be present at the polls. (MRSA 21-A § 505.4)  
A poll watcher means a party worker who remains in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure for the purpose of viewing the voting process, keeping track of the voters who have voted or challenging voters whose qualifications appear to be in question. 
At least one worker from each political party may remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a poll watcher at each separate segment of the voting list. Additional party workers and others are allowed if there is sufficient space at the polling place and the warden shall designate the location for them.  (MRSA 21-A § 627.4)    
A voting place means the building in which ballots are cast at an election. 

The warden shall oversee the voting place and the area within 250 feet of the voting place entrance; direct the removal of any person who creates a disturbance or otherwise violates the law.  
The warden may select and designate a specific location at the voting place, accessible and observable by the voters, where the collection of signatures may take place. Persons collecting signatures at the polls may make arrangements with the clerk prior to Election Day and with the warden on Election Day. The warden may limit the number of persons collecting signatures to one for each specific question, candidate or issue. Persons collecting signatures may not solicit a voter's signature until the voter has completed voting. The warden may direct the removal, under subsection 2, paragraph A, of any person collecting signatures who does not comply with the requirements of this subsection.  (MRSA 21-A § 662.4)  

Voter Registration Monitors

Anyone who wishes to monitor the names and addresses of persons who are registering at the registrar's office or the clerk's office shall inform the registrar or clerk of that intent. Anyone who wishes to monitor the names and addresses of persons who are registering at the polling place shall inform the registrar or clerk of that intent by submitting a written, signed statement containing the proposed monitor's name, address and intent. The registrar or clerk may designate a place where a person monitoring registrations may stand. The registrar or clerk shall then announce the name and address of individuals registering to vote in a loud and clear voice. A person monitoring registrations shall direct any questions the person has to the registrar or clerk. These questions must be limited to information pertinent to the qualifications of an individual to register. A person monitoring registrations may not ask questions of individuals waiting to register concerning their eligibility to vote. A polling place registration monitor may not handle or inspect registration cards, files or other materials used by the registrar or clerk except as provided in section 22. A monitor may not inhibit the work of the registrar or clerk. If the work of a registrar or clerk appears to be inhibited, the warden may request a reduction in the number of monitors present in the polling place. A registrar or clerk may require a person monitoring registrations who violates the provisions of this subsection to leave the building.  (MRSA 21-A § 122.9)  

Candidates at Polls 

On public property within 250 feet of the entrance to the voting place as well as within the voting place itself, a person may not influence another person's decision regarding a candidate or question that is on the ballot for the election that day; or attempt to influence another person's decision regarding a candidate or question that is on the ballot for the election that day. These limitations do not prohibit a candidate from attending the voting place and orally communicating with voters as long as the candidate does not attempt to influence their vote. A candidate may not state the name of the office sought or request a person's vote. (MRSA 21-A § 682.2)  
Exit Polling 

Media representatives may conduct an exit poll, as long as they do not solicit voters until after the voters have voted and do not orally communicate with voters in a way that influences a voter's vote. If a person attempts to influence voters or interfere with their free passage, the warden shall have that person removed from the voting place. (MRSA 21-A § 682.2-A. B)  
Charitable Activities at Polls

Nonpolitical charitable activities and other nonpolitical advertising may be allowed at the discretion of the clerk if arrangements are made prior to Election Day. If arrangements are not made in advance of the Election Day, the warden may, at the warden's discretion, either allow or prohibit nonpolitical charitable activities and other nonpolitical advertising.  (MRSA 21-A § 682.3 B. )  
